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Analysis on Material Elements and Composition of Traditional Village Style: A Case
Study on Shatan Village of Huangyan District
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Abstract The general features and aesthetic value of the traditional village spatial styles
caught the wide attention of the public. This paper starts with the analysis of the material
elements that make up the characteristics of the traditional village landscape, and then
summarizes its types and characteristics as well as analyzes its composition. The study
points out that the material elements of the traditional villages are composed of three states:
point, line and surface. Among them, the point-like elements include temples/churches,
archway/arches, ancestral halls, opera/bell towers, old trees, screen walls, bridges,
waterfront quay and other key elements. The linear elements include the main street
channel, the main alley channel and the building interface on both sides of the main street

composed of the mentioned point elements. The planar elements include village entrance,
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various types of squares, open space of lane intersections, reservoirs and so on. These basic material elements form three main modes of “point

structure, linear structure and net structure” according to the natural geography and geomorphology, habits, folk culture and even religious

belief of villages, which become the substance foundations for economy, society and culture of traditional villages. The paper also has carried

on the case analysis with the Shatan Village of Yuantou Town, which locates in Huangyan District of Zhejiang Province. The paper is expected

to be of reference to in-depth understanding of the characteristics and the protection and utilization of traditional villages in our country, and is

of inspiration for the creative transformation and innovative development of the excellent cultural gene and value of our traditional villages.

Keywords traditional villages, style, elements, functions, Shatan Village of Huangyan District
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Fig.1 The classification of material elements of traditional villages’ style
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Tab.1 Analysis on material elements and their functions of Shatan Village
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Fig.5 The style elements and their composition of Shatan Village
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